Suite From Water Music

GEORGE FRIDERIC HANDEL
Transcribed by FRED MILLS
Adapted for Band by CALVIN CUSTER

NOTE TO PERFORMERS:

George Frideric Handel (1685-1759) was one of the most
prolific Baroque composers of his day. An English composer of
German birth, Handel wrote operas, oratorios, chamber
works, sonatas and suites. Legend has it that the Water
Music Suite was first performed as a surprise for King
George I during a large boating party on the River Thames.
The original order of the pieces is uncertain; however, the
Water Music Suite we know today included two or three
suites composed at different times in 3 keys (F, D and G)
composed for a wide assortment of instruments.

The four movements featured in this setting are the same
four movements transcribed for us by Fred Mills, one of our
trumpet players. Eighth notes in the first movement must be
short and light. Take care not to rush the tempo, especially on
the sixteenth notes. The contrasting legato, dolce style of the
second movement will be enhanced by playing long notes,
especially long sixteenth notes. The written dynamics should
be carefully observed while balancing to the needs of your
ensemble. The lively third movement features each section of
the band, especially horns. The majestic fourth movement
concludes the work in glorious style. Again, take care not to
rush the tempo in this movement. Slightly separate each note
in the first “A” section. At measure 40, the smooth, legato
counterpoint lines in the woodwinds should greatly differ
from the preceding section. The majestic return of the “A”
section should be played as before, slightly separating each
note and carefully following the written dynamics throughout.

— The Canadian Brass

THE CANADIAN BRASS

Considered by many to be one of the world’s greatest
ensembles, the Canadian Brass have taken the medium of
brass quintet from relative obscurity to worldwide acclaim.
With their unique blend of virtuosity, spontaneity and wit, the
Canadian Brass play to sold-out houses all over the world.
Their dazzling performances, combined with eclectic
programming, have enabled them to bring classical music to
vast new audiences, while providing some of the best possible
musical entertainment.

The commitment of the Canadian Brass to music education is
truly extraordinary. In spite of over 100 concert performances
each year plus demanding recording schedules, the ensemble
frequently conducts workshops and master classes with
students, encouraging excellence in ensemble playing. The
Canadian Brass Concert Band Works Series, The Canadian
Brass Educational Series, The Canadian Brass Solo
Performing Editions and The Canadian Brass Ensemble
Series represent some of their printed publications, many of
which feature performances recorded by the quintet. Video
tapes featuring their award-winning live performances and
master classes are also available.

“We feel that in the educational process performance is as
important as anything else. Music isn’t a kid sitting in his
room practicing. It’s the communication with others that gives
meaning to music. Performers come from little kids who come
out and play ‘Happy Birthday’. Everybody applauds for the
kid, and he says, ‘Hey, I like this! ”

— Gene Watts, Trombonist of
The Canadian Brass,
on music education
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