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About this Arrangement

The classic holiday favorite by Al Stillman and Robert Allen is presented
here in a playable arrangement for concert band. It is my hope that this
arrangement will be equally satisfying for the young band with ample
rehearsal time or for the more mature band that wants a holiday favorite
they can perform with limited rehearsal.

The piece is presented first in a lush chorale format with the use of extend-
ed jazz harmonies. Special care should be given to balancing and tuning
the inner voices for the most pleasant sound. After the lush opening on the
famous refrain the arrangement moves to the bridge in an up-tempo swing.
In this section the percussion is written to imitate a drum set, but if a set is
available it may be preferable to use it in order to get the right feel.
Following the bridge is another statement of the refrain followed by a
“‘hymn-style” section by the reeds with jazz interjections by the brass
straight out of the famous Perry Como rendition. This is followed by a D.S.
to the bridge, one more refrain and then a short coda

It has been my pleasure to have the opportunity to write this arrangement.
| hope you and your students enjoy it and find it useful for your program.

—-LARRY CLARK
New York, NY 2003

About the Arranger

Larry Clark is the Vice President of Instrumental Music for Carl Fischer in
New York. He is well known for his band compositions and arrangements.
Larry’s pieces have been performed internationally and appear on numer-
ous contest/festival performance lists. His music is characterized by rhyth-
mic verve, colorful scoring and playability at every performance level.
Along with Sandy Feldstein, he is the co-author of the innovative new band
instruction method the Yamaha Advantage™ Musicianship from Day One.

His diverse background also includes serving as the Director of Bands at
Syracuse University as well as considerable experience in public school
teaching in the state of Florida. He holds a Bachelors Degree in Music
Education from Florida State University and Masters Degrees in
Conducting and Composition from James Madison University in Virginia.
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The Carl Fischer Performance Series for Band has five performance levels to provide
you with a highly focused repertoire for your band. Each level has been carefull
designed and graded, within specific guidelines, so that each piece in a level wiﬁ
work with your band when it achieves that level. Each level is also color coded for
ease in finding the series that will be appropriate for your band, as it develops.

Within each grade level, you will find selections in a variety of styles and genres
designed to meet all of your performance and teaching needs. The Carl Fischer com-
posers and arrangers are some of the most respected writers in the business. Their
music is dynamic, fresh and eminently worthy of your attention.

Qloung cPerformance Series

\ Addition of a separate Trombone and Baritone part

vV Addition of simple sixteenth-note rhythms

\ Clarinet 2 still below break

\ Low brass writing carefully considered

V Keys carefully considered

v Logical voice leading

V Still limited independence of parts

V Active percussion writing with more instrument options
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